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On the Health of that atrip of land south of Philadelphia, called the “ Neck."— 
Though the rcsponsiuihty tor all facts must necessarily rest with the authors of 
papers, since tt ,s generally tmpossiblc for an editor to ascertain their accuracy 
or inaccuracy, yet as regards the statement made at page 320 of this number 
respecting the health of the “Neck,” were we to allow it to pass unnoticed 
we might with some propriety, be held in a degree responsible, since our po’. 
sition rendere us of course familiar with the subject, or at least places the 
means of arm ing at tbe truth within our reach. 1 

It therefore seems proper that we should state that the obsecrations referred 
to must be received with limitations! bilious and intermitting fevers bein'' still 

, VC , r L P '" ?o n th .!?£! S 5 Ct , • This must however, be received as mill, 
taring against the utility of cultivation in lessening the production of malaria 
a .I’°£'° n of"!-district is still unreclaimed, and on the whole it is perhaps less 
sickly than thirty years ago; a portion of this improvement in healthiness must 
however, be ascribed to greater comforts, which the increased wealth of the 
inhabitants places at their command. 

The following letter with which we have been favoured by Dr. D. F. Con. 
whi, Ti e w— S r',? ra i, ye , ; ? r r CS ' dcd in ,hc neighbourhood', and is familiar 
riot on the subject “ ^ U of ourownimpres- 

Dear Sir, 

In your note of the Uth in*. you request from me a statement of mv expe- 
° health of the inhabitants of that tract of land denomi- 

natedthe Neck, extending from tlm southern suburbs of the City of Phila¬ 
delphia to the junction of the two rivers. J 

Although the healthiness of this portion of our county has no doubt been 
greatly improved witlun the last twenty-five years, as well from tbe increased 
wealth and comfort of its inhabitants, as from the removal of various causes of 
disease by draining and improved methods of cultivation, yet it is very far from 
being a healthy residence, ntennittent and remittent fevers prevail there ex- 
tensively every year, particularly along the shores of the two rivers, and in the 
neighbourhood of the extensive marsh meadows which constitute so large a 
portion of this tract of land. During the autumns of 1822, 23, and 24 few indi¬ 
viduals residing upon the neck escaped an attack of one or other of these dis¬ 
eases, and the mortality in consequence was very great. Generally speaking, 
the external appearance of the inhabitants is much less indicative of health than 
is that of their upland neighbours. 

Yours, &c. 

e . r , , D. FRANCIS CONDIE. 

lo3 Catharine strut, Southwark, July 14, 1831. 

Isaac Hats, M. D. 


of Anomalous Tumour m the Ep,gastric Region Bv Cusus Kali, 
M. D. of st. Albans, ■Vermont—On the Uth of September, 1830,1 was called 
to visit Captain J. C. a man aged about thirty; possessed of a good constitution 
having always enjoyed uninterrupted health; by occupation a farmer and a hard 
labourer. He now appeared to be suffering under a species of colic; had con 
siderable pain and intumescence of the abdominal region. With this had 
complained about four weeks; the most of this time had kept about his work. 
General expression languid; pulse much depressed, vet somewhat hurried 
tongue pale and nearly free from coat; skin and extremities below the nature' 
temperature. Considering these symptoms as the result of obstruction of the 
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^ ? ?. fct ‘°° k *?» •>'<■ 
a liberal dose of calomel and ialan and ant r 5 P ecla b mdicatedi administered 
cordis. Under tins treatment ? PP ' e ,?5 n r P u P“ t,c to the ecrobicuhe 

learned had the n * ht -, , These , means I 

further medical assistance Ile’ine mile P’ ltlc P t ™*cft several days without anv 
general enlargement^ the C ^ ' f ° U, .' d !" P'ace ofthe 

iour inches broad, situated beneath tL» i • circular in its base, about 

substance appeared not to partake of < tl C ° n i' CX ’ t l0U i Sl1 tllC S * tln and adipose 

iioi^ 

be wel.-derr" 1 ^ d "pS om fh^ap^aTlt 
recti muscles^ir 1 ^^c^(nl C to I t'bc^pe'ritoncnm < ' V f^ ( ‘t^ either connwtt^witMhc 
connected with the abdominal vise, r* ti •’ f ° r 11 se cmed not t0 be directly 

Of the skin immediately ove™ Im umouV j^ the ‘ Cm £.' raU,rc ' or 

^ **■——- ^P~t';°; rt 

siv I nrn?Jt U . rt !' Cr t "' almc . nt . of <'>is disorder, 1 resorted principally, for the first 

nc oenct no» that the disease was rapidly giving way, I suspended the ns,, nf 
eaJh C w PS ani \ ca > leaving the patient for a time in the employment of mild 
wln^o 5 a " d T0 atl •' 1 '!'T ent - !ln<1 sonle niildcr applications to tiic part. I was 
llowevcr > »Ppnsed that the former symptoms were all returning in their 

most aggravated form, so that wnen I saw the patient again, the tumour had 

quired more than its former size, with an evident increase of tenderness and 
sumed'the ' C EencI ? circulation was again labouring under depression. I rc- 
tlin.ml'.l CU|> ? an ‘ ca omcl and applied a flaxseed cataplasm to the swellings 
g there were no apparent signs of approaching suppuration. ° ’ 

ai dav 1 called in my neighbour. Dr. Chandler. We found the case 
sa™* ‘ a !P d f° r u better, the treatment having brought about again the 
amc amendment as before. Dr. Chandler gave it as his opinion that the 
tumour would eventually suppurate, though he coincided in the treatment 
this course of practice was pursued until the 9th of October, when the local 

geS heal'd!* « ^ eSSCncd in , bulk with corresponding improvement of the 
, ] ‘ eal , t . 1 ’ seemed "early at a stand. Finding the case no longer in- 
cordm^l b , y „ r a?en r S ^ade use of, I resolved to add to them the iodine. Ac- 
rdingly ten drops of saturated tincture were administered internally night and 
morning, and the same applied locally after each cupping. After thuthfre was 
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a ma nif e st d i ff eren c e i n t he case; the tumour rapidly declined, and the general 
health inversely returned, so that by the 8th of November following, the disor 
der was wholly gone, since which time the patient has been in perfect health 
and has resumed his accustomed vigour and usefulness. 

Perhaps it may be worthy of remark, that while the tumour was receding it 
lost none of its stony.hardness or rigid structure, it seemed to change its form 
from a globular figure to a rigid column reaching from a prong which at first 
rose a little above its circular base, to its lower margin, growing less and less 
till it could be no longer felt. From the foregoing 1 think it is clear that the 
tumour existed in the muscles, and rather favours the idea that many casts of 
dyspepsia arise from a rigid state of the recti muscles . But the chief importance 
arising out of this case is the additional confirmation it affords of the paramount 
utility of the iodine over other agents in the removal of indurated tumours 
There arc, indeed, surprising accounts of the effects of this article in the dis¬ 
cussion of goitre and various other morbid growths, vet there are in none of 
these a more striking development of its signal effects than in the present in- 
stance. Although the mercurial treatment and cups produced an amendment 
in the case, the unyielding disposition afterwards manifested in the tumour' 
shows nevertheless that these alone were not adequate for the entire eradica¬ 
tion of th:s morbid growth- Resides it may be further remarked that in the 
use of the iodine, some of its effects in over doses were manifested, such a- 
nausea, diarrhira, tremors, &c. Consequently the article was suspended for 
ffu °f ' 0Ur days ' In t J’ ls sbort timc tllc darting pains and aggravated soreness 
of the tumour returned, and every other unfavourable symptom was reappear- 
mg, although the other remedial agents were continued.' The patient was no- 
sittvc m the assurance that the painful symptoms of the case were controlled 
solely by the effects of the iodine, and that this alone produced the happy 


Case of Injury of the SkuU. By William lUnaix, M. D. of Sllippensbmv 
Penn.—September 27, 1830. I was called to visit John Mower, a lad of allow 
eleven years of age, who had received a severe wound of the head by a fall from 
a tree, from the height of about eighteen feet. 1 arrived late in the evening 
and found an extensive wound of the scalp, leading into a fracture of the os 
frontis, through which I could pass my finger and feel the pulsations of the 
brain. 1 he fracture was immediately over the right eve, and extending a little 
over the longitudinal sinus, towards the left side of the os frontis. ' 

-, 1! - v ' Inc application of the fingers to that part of the os frontis, on which arc 
situated the supercihr, a portion of the bone could be felt quite loose and era 
nf ST^ ose 5' ouml "j at the upper part of the wound a triangular piece 
of bone could be discovered, considerably depressed below the surfhec of the 
sound bone. The hemorrhage had been considerable; but before my arrival, 
had ceased. After the receipt of the injury he walked home about the eighth 
r.h?l e ’ Wlth „ n 0 - 0 lher r“ C . e tt V in tlwt °. f his J'nunger brother leading him 
stupor arm 1 e IS P er ^ ecl y ra ' 10na '. and evinces no disposition to coma or 

Tins case seemed to me to require an operation of considerable consequence; 
,. ut n."'"'? *° <he want of proper instruments and surgical assistance, as well as 
the difficulty of pcrfonnmg such an operation at night, it was deferred until the 

,i hCn " ,Ul 1C asslsta nce of my friends, Drs. Finlcv and Ely, we pro- 
ceedcd to the operation. J * 

After placing him on a table of the proper construction, we examined the in¬ 
jury more particularly, and agreed that it would be most expedient, first to re- 
The J?? ?° SC *h° ne ’ lmmcl hato!y above and pressing upon tire ball of the eye. 
n d,Tl t h‘ n °° t hemg extensive enough in this direction, to accom- 

A CCt ’, l a w‘ ded r the S l a 1 “ loW down as the cd e c of "‘o orbitar 
nf i.’u" dl ^ ect t d “ fr0m ^ aose bone * so “ be enabled to lay hold 
oftie^vennih lndfin e e ';' whieb 1 Jc'ached it from the appendages 
ot the eye on the one side and the dura mater on the other, principally with die 




